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Areyou passive
or pro-active?

Dr. Amr Khalid*

Are you a passive person? When you see
something wrong, do you try to fix it or do you move
on justifying to yourself that for sure someone else
will address it? Why are we so passive? Why do we
always believe that «<someone else will do it»? Why
don’t WE take an action? I’ll tell you why, because
if it doesn>t directly affect us, then why should
we care? Or, «we won’t change the world, so why
should we care?» Right? Isn’t that the reason? That
should not be how a Muslim (One who submits to
God) should think, that is not how a Muslim should
act. As inheritors of the final message of God, the
Muslim community should be an example of ONE
body; if one part is not functioning it affects the rest
of the body.

This does not mean that if we see wrong we
should get aggressive and force peopleto do what’s
right?Of coursenot. Our Lord, TheAll Mighty says.
«Invite (all) to the Way of your Lord with wisdom
and beautiful preaching; and argue with themin
waysthat are best and most gracious: for your Lord
knows best, who have strayed from His Path, and
who receive guidance.» (Quran 16:125). We must
maintain the balance between (taking an action,
and (being wise and not offending people,

The Danger sof being passive:

- God the Almighty says in the Quran: «And fear
tumult or oppression, which affectsnot in particular
(only) those of you who do wrong: and know that
Godisstrictin punishment.» (Quran 8:25). See how
God the Merciful is warning us that misconduct
doesn’t just affect the ones that do it. but it has a
wider range

- The Companions asked the Messenger of God.
«Will we be destroyed even if the righteous ones are

amongst uss, Prophet Muhammad Ly «l &/ Ao
replied. «Yes, if corruption increases.»

.‘v T ) o VEPT gl - e pualandf sasll

—~Omaribn Al-Khattab said. Jfasinis committed
in private. it only harms the one that does it. but if
it is committed in public and no one objects and
changes it. it will harm everyone!,

— The Messenger of God Ly wls LU/ said.
«Either you enjoin Good and forbid Evil or else
God will send His punishment to you, and you will
supplicate to Him, but He won't respond.»

But why does Islam stress so much on taking
an action against what’s wrongs The Messenger of
God . gave us a great example to demonstrate the
importance of this Islamic behavior. (The likeness
of the man who observes the limits prescribed by
God and that of the man who transgresses them is
like the people who get on board a ship after casting
lots. Some of them are in its lower deck and some of
them in its upper deck. Those who are in its lower
deck. when they require water. go to the occupants
of the upper deck. The occupants of the lower deck
said to themselves. If we make a hole in the bottom
of the ship. we shall not harm the ones who are in
the upper deck.” If they leave them to carry out their
design they all will be drowned. But if they do not
let them go ahead (with their plan). all of them will
remain safe., This example shows us the importance
of thinking of our community as one body. It might
seem that such a concept is alien somehow. The
reason we might feel that is not because it really is an
odd concept. but because we have drifted so far from
the spirit of Islam where a person feels responsible
for the whole society and we have become rather
self-centered

Examples of those who took an action and
weren’t passive:

- Thebeliever in the Family of the Pharaoh

Despite the Pharaoh’s severe opposition to

the message of Prophet Moses a)eul <ule one
of the royal family members embraced Islam.
God says. «A believer, a man from among the

L =TC 8

people of Pharaoh, who had concealed his
faith, said: «Will you slay a man because he
says, «My Lord is God?- when he has indeed
cometo youwith Clear (Signs) fromyour Lord?
And if he be a liar, on him is (the sin of) his
lie: but, if he is telling the Truth, then will fall
on you something of the (calamity) of which
he warns you: Truly God guides not one who
transgresses and lies!’» (Quran 40:28). How
did God reward this believer’s action: God
continues. «Then God saved him from (every)
i1l that they plotted (against him), but the
burnt of the Penalty encompassed on all sides
the People of Pharaoh.» (Quran 40:45). God
protected him from all the conspiracies they
had planned. God does not abandon those who
struggle for his cause

Are you afraid for your children and what
might happen to thems Listen to your Lord. «And
let those fear who, should they leave behind them
weakly offspring, would fear ontheir account, solet
them be careful of (their duty to) God, and let them
speak right words.» (Quran 4:9). Fearing for your
children is not an excuse. in fact God tells you that if
you fear for them. then speak right words and fulfill
your duty to God. He will protect them.

- The believer mentioned in the Quran,
Chapter 36 (Yaseen)

God sent three Prophets to a village. Can you
believe thats Three Prophets at the same time for
just one village. Of course one would think that that
is more than enough. No. that’s not how a Believer
should react. A man came from the other side of the
village to show his support to the message. He didn’t
react passively and comfort himself with the fact
that there were three Prophets already No. he took
an action! God says. «Then there came running,
from the farthest part of the City, a man, saying,
«O my people! Obey the apostles. Obey those who
ask no reward of you (for themselves), and who
have themselves received Guidance .» (Quran
36:20,21). Then whats They killed him! They killed
the man that came to support the Messengers.
But God never forgets those who struggle for his
cause. The Almighty says. «It was said: «Enter the
Garden.’ He said: «Ah me! Would that my People
knew (what | know)! For that my Lord has granted
me Forgiveness and has enrolled me among those
held in honor!”» (Quran 36:26,27).

il oyl 4

-The Companion Al-Habbab ibn Al-Munzir
(rAa)

This companion demonstrated to us how one
could object and at the same time maintain the
highest levels of courtesy and politeness. Before the
Battle of Badr. Prophet Muhammad told the Muslim
army to camp in a certain place. Habbab saw that
there is a more strategic place that if the Muslim
army camped at. would give them an upper hand
in the battle. He didn’t say Well if the Prophet
said so then why should I say otherwises, he wasn’t
passive. and at the same time he wasn’t rude. How
did Habbab present his opinion that contradicted

with the opinion of the Messenger of God W/ L-

by ke < He asked. «O Messenger of God. is your
opinion based on a revelation from God. or is it
war tactics and strategy¢, The Prophet replied (No.
its war tactics and strategy.,» So Habbab proposed.
«Then this is not the most strategic place to camp.,

Prophet Muhammad L., . </ s accepted his
proposal. a proposal that was one of the main factors
that led to the victory of the Muslim army in this
critical battle.

Timefor Action:

Brothers and sisters. no one will clean the mess that is
around us except us. If we turn away from it. we are just
leaving it for our children. and it will get worse. If we want
our Ummah back in shape we have to have a positive
impact on life. we all have to contribute. Let’s stop being
passive.

Don’tunderestimate theimpactyou could make. Ifyou
are sincere in changing yourself and your surroundings
then call unto God with humbleness and He will assist
you. and if He assists you. nothing could go wrong.

Dear Brothers and sisters. our Ummah needs every
single one of us. God didn’t say that He doesn’t change
the condition of «a person, until he or she changes him
or herself,. No. God said. «Verily God will never change
the condition of a people until they change themselves»
(Quran 13:11).

I'm just hoping that you will take a step forward. Let
the step be as big as you decide. but please. please. don’t
just stand there when things get worse. Please take a step
forward.

* Amr Khalid is an Egyptian Muslim activist and
preacher. Complete article is found on the web site
www.IslamiCity.com. Article Ref: AK1005-4167 .
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