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salutations of peace, or salam” (Maryam,
62)),and becauseitis the ultimate, absolute
and perfect abode of peace, which every
pure human soul incessantly longs and
strives for, it is called Dar al-Salam (the
Home of Peace) (al-An’am, 127).

In passing, some of the meanings of
salam are likewise being safe, secure, in
a good state, unblemished and free from
imperfections. Certainly, those attributes
befit Jannah more than anything else.
It is truly fascinating to note that the journey
of human existence is primordially set --
and meant to unfold -- between two salams,
signifying the beginning and the end: the
salam of Prophet Adam to the angels,
and the salams of Almighty Allah and His
angels to the inhabitants of Jannah, Dar al-
Salam (the Home of Peace).

If a person is admitted into Jannah, that
means that he stayed true to himself,
and true to the ontological and purely
spiritual implications of the concept of
salam, and thus fulfilled his life purpose.
However, if a person is eventually cast
into Hell (Jahannam), that means that he
was untrue to himself, and untrue to the
meanings and effects of salam, and thus
failed to fulfil his life purpose. His belated
and so, hollow realization of this truth, and
the truth that he will be forever banished
from Jannah as Dar al-Salam (the Home of
Peace), and that he will be denied eternally
the Mercy and Forgiveness of Allah al-
Salam (Peace as well as the Source and
Embodiment of Peace), will denote one of
the most agonizing sufferings associated
with Hell (the Burning and Fierce Fire) and
its inhabitants.

Instead of the peace of Jannah, the latter’s

il Jﬂuﬁ

eternal destiny will be the torment of
Hell. He will be deprived of peace in the
Hereafter because he failed to actualize
and live peace in

* Complete article is found on the web site www.
IslamiCity.com.

YNV Cho VYA BBl 55 8 e dyalod) dradl cysm Yl SWII sl



pUlce

until you believe, and you shall not believe
until you love one another. May | inform
you of something, if you do, you will love
each other? Spread peace (salam)” (Sahih
Muslim).

It goes without saying that Islam, as a
comprehensive belief system and code of
living, is all about peace (salam). It does
everything to ensure its institution and
preservation, not only among Muslims, but
also non-Muslims.

As a result, such concepts as justice, trust,
brotherhood, human honor and dignity,
enjoining good and forbidding evil, helping
others in multiple ways, etc., are deemed
supreme in Islam. At the same time, such
vices as injustice, oppression, distrust,
mischief, corruption, violation of people’s
basic human rights, causing harm to people
or the environment, etc., are regarded
as most detrimental to the individual and
societal wellbeing.(...)

It is therefore no coincidence that both
Islam (submission) and salam (peace) are
derived from the same root, conveying
different, but in essence relatively close,
meanings. Thus, only in a state of total
peace can Islam be most ideally practiced,
whereas ultimate peace can only be
realized in a state of total submission to
Almighty Allah, the Creator, the Master and
the Ultimate (Absolute) Being and Reality.
Ideally speaking, there can be no true Islam
without salam, nor can there be genuine
salam without Islam.

That is why salam (peace) as a greeting,
comprehensive in meaning and effect,
extends from the physical to the
metaphysical realm. It accompanies

YNV Cho o) YA Bl 55 8 e dylod) drudl cysm Yl GWII sl
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man from the very commencement of his
existential journey to the very end. It is a
boon and tradition of this world (dunya) as
well as the Hereafter (akhirah).

Salam was there when the father of
mankind, Prophet Adam, was created. It
continued throughout the long history of
humankind and its numerous prophets. It
played such a prominent role during the
groundbreaking community and civilization
building ventures of Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh), remaining afterwards as a means of
instilling love and fostering understanding
and solidarity between Muslims until the
Day of Judgment.

In addition, when departing from this world
into the Hereafter, those in a pious state
who kept their duty to Allah, when their
souls are taken by the angels, will also
be greeted by the words salam ‘alaykum
(peace be upon you) “enter you Paradise,
because of (the good) which you used to
do (in the world)” (al-Nahl, 32).

Likewise, when they are led to Jannah in
groups, “ll, when they reach it, and its
gates will be opened (before their arrival
for their reception) and its keepers will say:
salam ‘alaykum (peace be upon you)! You
have done well, so enter here to abide
therein” (al-Zumar, 73).

Inside Jannah, too, their mutual greeting
will be salam ‘alaykum: “Their greeting
therein will be: salam (peace!)” (Ibrahim,
23).

Almighty Allah and His angels will greet
them there with the words of salam as well
(al-Ahzab, ¢¢; Ya Sin, °A; al-Ra'd, 24).
Because Jannah is a place of exchanging
salams (“They shall not hear therein any
laghw -- dirty, false, evil vain talk -- but only
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Exchanging salams is a confirmed sunnah
of the Prophet (pbuh), which may be
categorized as an obligation. However,
some specify the matter in such a way
that saying salam to another Muslim(s)
is a sunnah, whereas replying to it is an
obligation.

(...) The rewards are not there just on
account of salam being a form of greeting.
Rather, such is the case because with
salam a Muslim, apart from wishing, also
assures his fellow Muslim(s) that from
him comes nothing but peace, safety and
security.

Moreover, when saying salam and
genuinely meaning what is being said, a
person tells another person(s) targeted by
his salam that he is (they are) safe from his
potential evil and harm. When he receives
salam in return, he, too, gets assurance
that he is safe from his, or their, potential
evil and harm.

When two or more persons separate, they
are again required to exchange salams,
thus implying that in each other’s absence
they are all safe from each other’s potential
malice and detriment. They are safe, for
example, from each other’s backbiting,
spying, plotting, jealousy and any other
form of physical, mental and even spiritual
harm.

This way, a general aura of peace and
wellbeing is generated from which not only
people — Muslims and non-Muslims alike
-- but also the whole environment benefit.
(...) Salam as a greeting is not a cultural
symbol or manifestation. Nor is it a cliché
that could be so overused or misused that
it might lose its original meaning and effect.
Rather, salam is a statement of intent
and purpose, as well as a declaration

el Jﬂuﬁ
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and program of action. It is furthermore
an assertion of identity and character.
It defines a person, helping him to be
distinguished and to distinguish thereby.
Salam is not a meaningless and obsolete
slogan, nor mere words. It is the threshold
of a peace action. The kernel of salam is
also the key to mutual understanding and
cooperation.

It follows that peace (salam) is essential
and indispensable. It is a good upon which
every other good depends. It is a divine
gift and blessing which man should strive
to keep at all costs. Only when peace is
lost do people realize its true meaning and
benefit. No gain or blessing compares to
peace, just as no loss or harm compares to
the loss and harm of losing it.

(...) No wonder that among the first words
which Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had
pronounced after arriving in Madinah
from Makkah, in order to advance his
prophethood mission from a largely
individual  spiritual and intellectual
experience to a complex community
and civilization building enterprise -- a
feat called hijrah or migration — were the
following ones: “O people, spread peace
(salam), offer food to people and pray
at night when people are sleeping, you
will enter Paradise in peace” (Sunan lbn
Majah). The critical significance and role of
peace is readily apparent.

On more than one occasion did the
Prophet (pbuh) relate the notion of salam
and its spreading, both as a greeting and
life paradigm, to the other major religious
requirements, regarding them collectively
as prerequisites for entering Jannah
(Paradise). He also said: “By Him in Whose
Hand my soul is! You will not enter Jannah

YV Cho <o) YA Bl 55 8 e dylod) dnadl crsm Yl GWII sl
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Itis All about Peace
(Salam)

One of the main objectives of man’s
honorable mission on earth is establishing,
spreading and living peace. By peace it is
meant peace with Allah the Creator and
Master, the people, the environment with
its animate and inanimate realities, and the
self.

Peace is also meant to be realized at all
levels of existence: personal and social,
local and global, and physical as well as
metaphysical.

The Prophet (pbuh) said that al-Salam
(Peace as well as the Source and
Embodiment of Peace) is one of the
names of Allah, and Allah has ordained it
on earth, so “spread it (as a truth, reality
and greeting) among yourselves” (Sahih
al-Bukhari).

(...) The greeting of salam is not just a
greeting; it is a supplication whereby a
person wishes and implores Allah to grant
another person, or a group of persons,
that which is coveted most: peace. When
pronounced in full, salam also includes
Allah’s mercy and blessings.

The people articulate thereby their
aspirations and hopes to attain peace and
become its embodiment and source. They
wish to become an instrument of its spread
to the spheres where its light is yet to shine

YWV oo <oV EXA Basdll 55 8 e Dol drudl rgmasVls GWII szl
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and inspire.

Salam, it goes without saying, contains the
gist of life’s mission and purpose. It is their
microcosm.

After Muhammad (pbuh) had been sent as
the final prophet with the final revelation
of Islam to mankind, the idea of peace
(salam) as life’'s quintessential design and
people’s ultimate existential goal has been
underscored more categorically than ever
before.

The Night of Power (Laylatu-I-Qadr) --
during which the revelation of the Holy
Qur'an and with it Muhammad’s (pbuh)
prophethood began -- and all that transpires
then is described as salam (peace) (al-
Qadr, °).

That is because during Laylatu-I-Qadr
angels greet each other and the believers
with salam; or because Satan’s trickeries
in general during the month of Ramadan
and in particular during Laylatu-I-Qadr are
rendered completely futile, or their scope
of influence is being greatly restricted; or
simply because everything, especially in
the spiritual realm, associated with that
Night is about peace and tranquility. That
is one of the reasons why that Night is
most blessed and is better than a thousand
months (al-Qadr, 3).
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Labels - Packaging
Flex - Backlit PP - Vinyl Print & Cut - Foam Board

Banners - Unipoles - Posters

Jnah -Next to BHV
3 Beirut - Lebanon
Tel: 961 1 856962
Tel: 961 1 707375
Fax: 961 1 859962

WWW.ipexpp.com

info@ipexpp.com
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WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF
ENGINEERING 561

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING NOW AVAILABLE AT AUL
WWW.AUL.EDU.LB
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